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Maximilian Carl Max Weber (1864-1920)

+ The Pekson

Max Weber a German sociologist and political ecorfomist, who profountiy
influeneed social theory, socjal research, and the gemit of sociology itself. Weber's

works dealt wit rationalization o-called "disenc ent" which
he associated with the rise of capitalism and modernity. Weber was, along with his
associate Georg Simmel, a central figure in the establishment of methodological
antipositivism; presenting sociology as a non-empirical field which must study sgcial
action through resolutely subjec means. He is ty@ically cited, with ile
Durkheim an@Karl Marx, as one ofithe three principal akchitects of modern segial
science, and hds, variously been desgkibed as the most imgartant classic thinkerfNn
the social sciences.

@é’ ké/ ké/ ké/

&

&

&
L&

&
L&

b

 Ganme  GtEed  RALa


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sociology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_economy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_theory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_research
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rationalisation_%28sociology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disenchantment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capitalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modernity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georg_Simmel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antipositivism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antipositivism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_action
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_action
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verstehen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89mile_Durkheim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89mile_Durkheim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Marx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_sciences

K
\
\
\
\
\

\

V}Lege/’is most famous Mthesis in econo[,gg,stfciology, The Prq@gafﬁ’ Ethic and
. In this text, Weber argued that ascetic Protestantism

the Spirit of Capitalism
particular to the Occident was one of the major *‘elective affinities™ in determining
the rise of capitalism, bureaucracy and the rational-legal nation-state. Contrary to
Karl Marx, @Veber did not condier the developmenf@ of capitalism in péely
material ter he instead emphadiged religious influend@ embedded into culg@re.
The Protestan®\Ethic formed the eaWliest work in Weber® broader project in §he
sociology of religion: he would go on to examine the religion of China, the religion of
Indiag“~and Ancient Judaiém, with particular®regard to the ent non-

d?(/elopment of Capitaﬁ?fn, and to differing f6Fms of social stratificition.

In another major work, Politics as a Vocation, Weber defined the state as an entity
which claimga ""monopoly on thg legitimate use of viglence', a definitiongthat
became pivot@l to the study of m@gdern Western politicgh science. His analysgg of
bureaucracy his. Economy and Spciety is still centralto the modern studyg of
organizations. "Weber was the first 'td recognize several diverse aspects of social
authogity, which he res ively categorized. according to tg%}narismatic,
traditional, and legal ft&fps. His analysis ofd5a eaucracy thus n that modern
state institutions are based on a form of rational-legal authority. Weber's thought
regarding the rationalizing and secularizing tendencies of modern Western society

(sometimes described as the ""Weber Thesis') would gome to facilitate criical
theory, partié@arly in the work of @inkers such as Jurgef@Habermas.

;;:;i’(r he Ideal Type é‘/é . é‘/é . ;?/4

The methodology of “ideal type” (Idealtypus) is testimony a broadly ethical intention
of Weber. According to Weber's definition, “an ideal type is formed by the one-
sided accentd@igtion of one or mor&@points of view” acc@ding to which “conete
individual phghomena (...) are anged into a uni analytical constriget”
(Gedankenbildfy in its purely fiction§] nature, it is a methidological “utopia [tHat]
cannot be found empirically anywhere in reality”. Keenly aware of its fictional
natape’the ideal type newepeeks to claim its validity in terms of a r uction of
ora correspondence with social reality. Its valic ity can be ascertaingc only in terms
of adequacy, which is too conveniently ignored by the proponents of positivism. This
does not mean, however, that objectivity, limited as it is, can be gained by “weighing
the various gevaluations against @ne another and ing a ‘“statesman-fike”
compromise @mong them”, which [§often proposed as lution by those shakng
Weber's kind §f methodological per§pectivism. Such a practice, which Weber cglls
“syncretism,” is not only impossible but also unethical, for it avoids “the practical

du%g}istand up for our og)ddeals” ,,;,/ ,,;,/
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Mhls is the cover original GermMion of The Pro Ethic and
the Spirit of Capitalism. :
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_#~The ethics of Conviction and Responsibility”*

Weber suggested two sets of ethical virtues that a proper political education should
teach — the ethic of conviction (Gesinnungsethik) and the ethic of responsibility
(Verantwortupgsethik). According tg,the ethic of responsr ility, on the one han
action is giveiymeaning only as a cauise of an effect, that is; only in terms of its causal
relationship to tpe empirical world. 'he virtue lies in an oljective understandin of
the possible causal effect of an action and the calculated reorientation of the
elements of an action in such-a way as to achieve.a-desired consequenceAn ethical
guestion is thereby reduced to a question of technically correct procedure, and free
action consists of choosing the correct means. By emphasizing the causality to which
a free agent subscribes, in short, Weber prescribes an ethical integrity between
action and copsequences, instead ofya Kantian emphasis gn that between actiomyand
intention. ' 3 3

-

According to the ethic of conviction,'on the other hand, a free agent should be able
to choese autonomously not only the means, but also the end; “this concept of
personality finds its ‘essence’ in the constancy of its inner relation to certain
ultimate ‘values’ and ‘meanings’ of life”. In this respect, Weber's problem arises
from the recognition that the kind of rationality applied in choosing a means cannot
be used in choosing an end. These, two kinds of reasoning represent categorically
distinct modes of rationality, a Boundary further reinforced by modern v
fragmentatlohfwnh no objectively'ascertainable ground 9f choice provided, theh, a
free agent has to create a purpose ex/nihilo: “ultimately lifé*as a whole, if it is no
be permitted to run on as an event in nature but is instead to be consciously guided,
is,;a’series of ultimate degisions through which:the soul — as in Plato’~— chooses its
own fate”. This ultimate decision and the Kantian integrity between intention and
action constitute the essence of what Weber calls an ethic of conviction.

Is | that the gulf betw&&n these two types offethic is unbridgeabléfor
iti ' integrity between @he's ultimate value \@nd
political action . that is to say, thésdeontological ethic ®f conviction cannot jbe
reconciled with that of responsibility which is consequentialist in essence. In fact,
Weber himself admitted the “abysmal contrast’> that separates the two: This frank
admission, nevertheless, cannot be taken to mean that he privileged the latter over
the former as far as political education is concerned.

Weber cleagly understood the f@eep tension betwe consequentialism §
deontology, bt he still insisted thatithey should be forceftlly brought together.{
former recogn ion only lends urgendy to the latter agenda Resolvmg this analytical
inconsistency in' terms of certain “ethical decrees” did not interest Weber at all.
Instead, he sought for a moradl character that can produce this “combination” with a
shieer force of will. He called such a charactera “politician with a sense of vocation”
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(E;ggufs!politiker) who cg;pbfr/\'es a passionate_.ppm;iction in supra-_'rpgmfane ideals
that politics has to serve and a sober rational calculation of its realizability in this
mundane world. Weber thus concluded: “the ethic of conviction and the ethic of
responsibility are not absolute opposites. They are complementary to one another,
and only in é@mbination do they pkoduce the true humarn being who is capahle of
having a ‘vocation for politics”. ‘ %\ ‘
In the end, Weber's ethical project i1s not about formal analysis of moral maxims,
nor.isit about substantiveVirtues that reflect.some kind of ontic teloes. It is too
formal to be an Aristotelean virtue ethics, ‘and it is too concerned with moral
character to be a Kantian deontology narrowly understood. The goal of Weber's
ethical project, rather, aims at cultivating a character who can willfully bring
together these conflicting formal virtues to create what he calls “total personality”
(Gesamtpersonlichkeit). It culminatgs in an ethical charagterology or philosophical
anthropology Ih which passion and“feason are properly ordered by sheer forcg of
individual volition. In this light, Weber's political virtue' resides not simply in-a
subjective intensity of value commitment nor in a detached intellectual integrity, but
intheir willful combination in a unified soul. &~ o

and his brothers, Alfred and Max Weber captured in his wife
Marianne Weber’s company by 1894
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